
SWTN, Railfuture and Bus Users UK are very concerned about cutbacks to the electrification 

programme to Chippenham with no date for completion to Bristol via Bath or Filton Bank.  The lack 

of investment in Temple Meads apart from 2 platforms for alteration within the IEP programme, the 

stopping of works at Lawrence Hill bridge and station, the lack of progress on platform extensions at 

Bath Spa, lack of a step free access programme at Stapleton Road, Lawrence Hill, Nailsea and 

Weston-Super-Mare (on hold until 2019).  It is very important that we continue with the MetroWest 

project 

The lack of progress on funding of East Junction, lack of scope for rolling stock from the Thames 

Valley and the loss of 9 units to Centro in May 2017 we need a clear rolling stock policy for the 

Greater Bristol area including the 11-15 HST's.  The interface with South West Trains and how these 

projects fit in with MetroWest phases 1& 2. 

The new station site does not provide a transport interchange as supported by Railfuture, TFGBA 

and Friends of Bristol Suburban Railways and the four rail unions. 

We ask the Council to reconsider the Filton North station site as this was rebuilt only a few years 

ago.  Clearly the plan needs to link with the rail service through Henbury North to Avonmouth and 

Severn Beach and the new Cribbs Causeway development whatever that plan may be following the 

planning inspectors report. 

We expect the plan to be fully designed with bus stops, shelters and raised kerbs and mobility 

impaired pavements and services including the public realm strategy included in interchanges. 

We are very concerned that MetroWest Phase 2 Henbury loop and Gloucester line are progressed as 

a top priority for the Bristol Mayor and Metro Mayor including Ashley Down, Charfield, Stonehouse 

and Gloucester. 

The Henbury loop should also be included with Filton North, Henbury for Cribbs Causeway, 

Avonmouth and Portway Park and Ride.  Our top priority is to see the Portishead railway line 

reopened for 100 million pounds including stations at Portishead and Pill protecting the site at 

Ashton Gate. 

We need value engineering at Network Rail and these projects must be submitted for CP6.  Saltford, 

St Annes and Corsham should be looked at as part of the study by Bristol City Council.  The Metro 

Mayor needs to make a submission to Government for extra funding. 

It should be noted that Lawrence Hill, Stapleton Road, Patchway, Pilning, Nailsea and Backwell and 

Parson Street are not disabled accessible nor is Weston Super Mare and Cheltenham without lifts. 

On integration, we are very concerned after discussions with Transport Focus and First Group (RAIL 

and BUS DIVISIONS), Network Rail about bus/rail ferry integration at Temple Meads within the 

Temple Quarter Enterprise Zone scheme.  We note that Cambridge North station is fully integrated 

with local and MetroBus unlike Bedminster at present. 

Integration should be at the heart of what WECA does.  The project has the support of Chris Grayling 

and Jeremy Corbyn nationally. 

David Redgewell, South West Transport Network, TSSA and Director of Bus Users (UK) 


